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Preserving the diversity of

fishing craft is as essential as
preserving bio-diversity in nature.
This publication, which records
and describes traditional crafts
of the Bay of Bengal, in words
and pictures, is therefore
invaluable.

The superb efficiency of traditional
craft is highlighted by the fact that
new and “modern” designs of fishing
craft have sometimes been accepted
by small-scale fishermen only when
they incorporate some of the features
of traditional craft.

I am impressed by several obvious
characteristics of the traditional
crafts — their simplicity, their
beauty, their compactness. | can
well believe that some of these crafts
are “perfect” for their users, the
artisanal fishermen who operate in
the inshore waters of the

Bay of Bengal.

The photographs in this publication
— austere, yet beautiful in black and
white — capture not merely the small-
scale fishing craft but also the lives
of small-scale fishermen: full of peril,
full of challenge and adventure, full
of meaning. Fish lovers in the

Bay of Bengal and elsewhere owe
a great deal to these doughty
fishermen.

I would like to compliment the

Bay of Bengal Programme — which
over the years has achieved a
remarkable impact in so many areas
of technology and socio-economics in
fisheries across a wide geographic
area - for a splendid little but most
meaningful publication.

M S Swaminathan

Chairman, M S Swaminathan Research
Foundation, Chennai, India



Preface

The traditional fishing crafts of the Bay of Bengal have always
spelled for me both mystery and enchantment. | have often

dreamt of riding the surf on a kattumaram, cutting across the
choppy waters of the Bay and gliding over the high waves. However,
it is too late in life for me to learn the tricks of lashing the logs
together, hoisting the sails or braving the sea’s perils on a tiny craft.

Evolved over centuries, these artisanal, low-cost, environment-
friendly fishing crafts are next to perfect. They sustain millions of
fisherfolk and their families in the region. | salute the intrepid
fishermen who ride these crafts with aplomb even when the

sea is rough, and come back with catch.

The Bay of Bengal Programme has extensively documented

the traditional fishing crafts of the region, and this little publication
has drawn profusely from the archives of the BOBP to inform
posterity about the beauty and uniqueness of these traditional
fishing crafts. | record my gratitude to all those whose work | have
used in this compilation and hope that the world outside the

Bay learns a little more about these exciting marvels of traditional
wisdom and ingenuity.

Yodor

Y S Yadava
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Lashing togther the logs of a kattumaral

A unique feature of the raft kattumaram
that it can be transformed into bigger
smaller units, depending upon the number
logs and the type of fishing for which t
kattumaram is put into us













A father and son duo — the art of sailing a kattumaram
is passed on from generation to generation.

Riding the surf on a kattumaram —
“that’s my life, that’'s my Heaven,”
says Pichai, who first rode a
kattumaram at the age of four.







A boat kattumaram with outboard motor.

“How can we improve the kattumaram?”,
a fisherman was asked. His response:
“What’s wrong with it?

Why should it be improved?”













Sabada - a traditional fishing craft of Oriss

The Andhra Pradesh nava, which
capable of going offsho
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“Shoe dhonis” of Andhra Pradesh -
they are not just fishing boats,
they are homes. Fishermen live in them.







“Shoe dhoni” fishermen make
themselves comfortable at home.







The chhoat of Oris:













Fishermen on chandi boat. The larg
chandis spend up to a fortnight
one fishing tr







Chandi under
construction at
ayard in
Bangladesh.







Traditional fishing boats, Thailand. »
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The long- tail arrangement with a diesel
engine has the advantage of the outboard
being retractable for shallow water

operations and for beaching.







The canoe represents the lowest cost fishi
craft for close inshore fishin
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The outrigger canoe of
Nias Island, Indonesia.







The beautiful traditional
oru of Sri Lan
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Sri Lanka’s oru fishermen - a cheerful







Launching of an oru, Sri Lan}







Sri Lankan or
being launched for fishi













The oru can carry a large sail because of t
good stability provided by the outrigge







Dhonis are hauled up on to the beach
every two weeks or so for their hulls to be
cleaned and painted. The interiors of the
dhonis are soaked with oil

every few weeks.







Maldivian dhoni on a fishing expediti







Fishing at sea is probably the most
dangerous occupation in the world;
more than 24 000 deaths are
reported annually. The sea safety
regimes are weakest for the artisanal

and small-scale fishers of the
developing countries. The worst
sufferers are the surviving families.

Although the basic problems of
safety at sea are common to all the
countries of the Bay of Bengal, local
conditions and complexities vary
widely. Creating a safer working
environment for artisanal and small-
scale fishers is a huge challenge.

It merits urgent and critical attention
from all concerned.
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Traditional fishermen - living on the edg












Several million small-scale fishermen in the
Bay of Bengal fish with crafts that have seen
little change from generation to generation.
To many, these traditional crafts may seem
primitive, dangerous and inefficient. But their
worth is beyond question, so is their social,
economic and cultural unigeness.

The kattumaram, the dhoni, the oru and the
chandi — how long will they be around?
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